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Research Proposal of Dissertation Thesis
(Instructions and structure)
· The research proposal must be submitted in electronic version (WORD) to the Office of Research and Doctoral Studies (email: PhDandResearch@ftz.czu.cz) till the date announced by the Office of Research and Doctoral Studies, usually in January. The research proposal will be reviewed by a reviewer and subsequently reviewed and approved by the Doctoral Degree Board. It must be amended after each review – if needed.
· The final submitting of the research proposal to the University Information System (UIS): UIS login -> Student´s portal (in "My studies" section) -> Coursework submissions (in the upper part of the page, written by green letters) and submit there your research proposal (Please note that the UIS knows the research proposal as “Methodology”) in pdf format -> "Submit files" and "Confirm submission". Hereafter the file cannot be changed.

· After final approval of the research proposal by Doctoral Degree Board and by Dean of the FTA (Vice-Dean for Research and Science) the research proposal will be archived at the Office of Research and Doctoral Studies in the printed and signed version.

· The purpose of the research proposal document is to outline the thesis, how the topic is connected to recent and actual knowledge in the concrete domain, which innovative aims are targeted and how will the student proceed to accomplish them.

Format:

· Use the template for the Title page (attached).

· Abstract is optional and it does not count to the 5-page text range of the research proposal.

· Text range: max 5 pages of text divided into four parts: Introduction / Status quo, Aims of the thesis, Hypotheses / Research questions, Materials and methods.
· The range of 5 pages is excluding the Title page, References, Time schedule, Cooperation and continuity, Expected outputs and contribution of the thesis (=these does not count to the 5-page text range of the research proposal).

· Figures, tables, graphs and formulas may be included into the research proposal if necessary.

· Text: Times New Roman, size 11, normal, block-aligned, spacing 1.

· References: see FTA Citation rules (obligatory).
Title page – template see above
Abstract (optional) – alone on the page

Complete structure of the research proposal:

	maximum 5 pages
	Introduction / Status quo:

· To describe shortly the importance of the topic

· To present a short literature overview (theoretical issues, what was already done in the selected domain, putting the thesis in the international scientific context, the most important publications in the topic – including recent and international literature).

Aims of the thesis:

· Main and partial aim(s) of the thesis (clearly formulated to be easily reflected in the conclusion of the dissertation)

Hypotheses / Research questions

· Principal working hypotheses – structured in points

· To which question shall the research provide an answer

(either hypotheses or research questions must be a part of the research proposal; the aims of the dissertation can precede the hypotheses/research question as to appropriate)

Materials and methods:

· Principal procedures, description of material and methods

· Description of the design for data collection, justification for selected methods.




References:

· All sources must be listed.

· According to the Citation Rules of FTA (obligatory).

Time schedule: (please be thorough but concise)
· Time schedule for data running experiments or data collection, publication plan, expected date for thesis submission 

· In short in points or in a table (in months/semesters as appropriate, the time schedule must be clear in order to be evident that the aims can be achieved according to the time schedule, it is not enough to enter: 1st year sample collection, 2nd year analysis, 3rd year evaluation and publication)
· Gantt diagram might be useful.

Cooperation and continuity: (please be thorough but concise)
· Has student already some experience with the topic (e.g. continuation of his diploma thesis)?

· Is the thesis connected with some projects at the Faculty of elsewhere?

· Is thesis a part of a more complex project or is it an individual topic?

· Is it expected to involve broader team? Is it expected a cooperation with other institutions, specialists and in what extent (event. international cooperation)? 

Expected outputs and contribution of the thesis: (please be thorough but concise)
· What is the actual and innovative contribution of the thesis, scientific importance or potential application in the practice (in the application research).
· Expected publications, namely in international scientific journals which should be a part of thesis.

· Conferences and other outputs (could be just a general frame or could be specified).

